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SulDject:  "Curtains  for  the  Home."  Information, including  menu,  from  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

Bulletin  available:     "Window  Curtaining,"  "Home  Made  Apple  Butters." 


Let»s  talk  about  curtains  today.  Fluff y-ruf fly  curtains  for  Betty 
Jean»s  pretty  'bedrcom;  sturdy,  simple  curtains  for  the  nursery;  checked 
gingham  curtains  for  the  sunshiny  kitchen. 

It*s  fun  to  select  curtain  material;  to  hem  curtains;  and  to  hang 
them  on  nice  clean  windows,  in  freshly-papered  rooms. 

Making  curtains  is  not  difficult.     Of  course  it  takes  time.  Say^ 
you  have  a  brand  nev/  bungalow  — -  five  rooms.    Do  you  know  how  much  ma.terial 
it  will  take  to  curtain  the  windows  of  this  five-room  house?    About  60  yards, 
just  for  glass  curtains.    Draperies  will  take  mch  more.    But  even  at  that, 
it^s  more  economical,  in  the  long  run,  to  select  durable  material  that  will 
withstand  sunlight  and  tubbing,  and  make  the  curtains  yourself,  than  to 
spend  the  same  amount  of  money  for  ready-made  curtains,  of  poor  quality. 
Believe  it  or  not,  that  is  a  fact. 

3u.t  we  are  not  going  to  discuss  60  yards  of  curtain  material  today  — 
that  Is  too  much  for  one  time.    We  are  going  to  talk  about  Betty  Jean^s 
pretty  bedroom.    Betty  Jean  lil^Bs  ruffles  and  dainty  colors.     She  went  to 
town,  with  her  mother,  to  look  at  curtain  material  for  the  bedroom, 

"Right  this  way,"  said  the  curtain  saleslady,  and  she  showed  Betty 
Jean  some  beautiful  curtain  m.aterials  in  dotted  swiss,  organdie,  voile, 
marquisette,  and  net. 

"Curtains  of  these  materials,"  said  the  saleslady,  "may  be  hung 
straight,  and  used  alone,  or  with  a  valance  and  side  draperies." 

"7/hat  would  you  make  the  valance  and  side  draperies  of?"  asked 
Betty  Jean. 

"Of  poplin,  cretonne,  or  glazed  chintz,"'  said  the  saleslady.  "Or, 
if  you  donH  care  for  side  draperies,  you  can  get  a  beautiful  color  effect 
by  hanging  thin  fabrics,  of  different  colors-*,  together.    For  instance, 
this  blue,  hung  over  rose,  gives  a  mauve  effect.     Isn't  that  attractive? 
And  the  blue,  hung  over  yellow,  appears  green." 


"Tliat's  pretty,"  said  Betty  Jean.     "You  rmist  give  lots  of  advice,  al3out 
curtains.    Do  you  think  that  ruffled  curtains  are  appropriate  in  a  hedroom?" 

"Oh,  absolutely,"  said  the  saleslady.     "Ruffled  curtains  are  informal, 
and  partic^ilarly  suita'ole  in  the  bedroom.     They  may  "be  used  alone,  with  tie- 
hacks  or  the  same  material,  combined  with  side  draperies  and  a  valance,  or 
crossed  in  the  middle," 

"Do  you  like  white  curtains  in  a  bedroom?"    asked  Setty  Jean# 

"Well,"  said  the  saleslady,  "cream  color  is  generally  best,  though  white 
curtedns  may  be  used,'  with  white  woodwork.  In  any  case,  curtains  and  ruffles 
should  match  in  color," 

Betty  Jean  finally  decided  on  ruffled  tio-back  curtains  of  cream-colored 
voile.    These  dainty  curtains  will  be  hung  over  shades  of  glazed  chintz — 
a  charming  combination  for  a  girl's  room.     She  will  not  need  any  side  draperies 
with  this  combination. 

"ITow,  let's  look  at  curtain  material  for  the  ld.tchen  windows,"  said  Betty 
Jean's  mother.     "What  would  you  suggest,  for  side  draperies?" 

"Something  durable,  and  ea,sy  to  launder,"  said  the  saleslady,  "Side  drap- 
eries of  gingham  are  good,  or  glass  toweling,  or  muslin.  If  you  use  a  valance, 
make  it  a  mere  ruffle,  wo  that  it  won't  interfere  v/ith  ventilation." 

"What  a„bout  glass  curtains?"  asked  Betty  Jean's  mother. 

"If  ld.tchen  windows  must  have  glass  curtains,"  said  the  saleslady,  "omit 
the  side  draperies,  and  use  a  thin  ma.torial,  banded  with  bright  color. 

Betty  Jean's  mother  decided  not  to  buy  glass  curtains.     Instead  she 
bought  yellow  and  white  checked  gingharn  with  ple„in  yellow  gingham  for  the 
bind.ing,  o.nd  black  bias  tape  for  piping.     The  variance,  across  the  top  of 
the  window,  will  be  a  very  small  double  ruffle  of  the  plain  gingham. 

"While  we're  here,"  said  Betty  Jean,  "let's  look  at  curtains  for  the 
nursery.     Cousin  Mary  needs  new  curtains  so  badly,  and  she  never  gets  away 
from  Junior  long  enough  to  buy  anything." 

So  they  looked  at  curtain  m.aterials  for  Junior's  nursery  —  sturdy  simple 
materials,  with  rather  bright  colors.    They  looked  at  English  prints,  gayly 
chected  ginghams,  brightly  colored  Japanese  crepe.     The  saleslady  suggested 
unbleached  muslin,  decorated  with  appliqii^d  motifs  from  a  child's  story  book. 

"If  I  had  time,"  said  Betty  Jean,  "I'd  make  the  curtains  for  Cousin 
Mary,  and  use  unbleached  riuslin,  with  motifs  from  one  of  Juniorfe  story 
books.    But  I  don't  have  time,  so  let's  choose  one  of  these  pretty  English 
prints.     I  like  this  one  —  here's  a  quaint,   small  pattern,  in  blue  and 
orange.     Let's  buy  it  now,  take  it  home,  and  make  the  curtains  tonight," 

"Then  call  up  Cousin  Mary,"  said  Betty  Jean's  mother,  "and  tell  her  to 
mea^sure  the  nursery  windows." 
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Betty  telephoned.     Cousin  Mary  was  delighted.     "Buy  anything  you  like," 
she  soj-d.     "I  Iniovv'  ray  nursery  curtains  are  a  disgrace  to  the  neighhorhood. 
Cone  over  in  tine  for  dinner,  and  we^il  all  sew  curtains  this  evening," 

So,  instead  of  a  quilting  party,  they  had  a  curtain  party  that  evening. 
When  the  curtains  were  henned,  and  hung  in  the  nursery,  it  looked  lil^  a 
different  room  —  it  reeJly  did. 

How  do  I  Imow  so  much  ahout  it?    Oh,  I  was  there,     I»m  a  sort  of  a 
relative  of  Betty  Jean,  and  her  mother,  and  Cousin  Mary.     In  fact,  they 
asked  me  aoout  the  curtains,  "before  they  went  shopping.     I  gave  Betty  Jean's 
mother  a  copy  of  the  new  bulletin,   "Window  C^j-rtainingV"  which  cane  off  the 
press  last  week. 

It's  a  dandy  bulletin  —  tells  all  ahout  making  cnartains  for  every  room 
in  the  house.     Does  your  curtain  problem  center  around  a  bay  windov/?  Case- 
ment vdndows?  Arched  windows?  Groups  of  windows?    Do  you  want  to  know  how 
to  nal^e  curtains,  and  how  to  hang  them?     Whether  draperies  should  be  lined? 
How  to  line  them?    Are  you  in  doubt  about  valances  and  side  draperies? 

Then  send  for  this  new  bulletin,  on  "Window  Curtaining."    Miss  Viemont 
of  the  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics  wrote  it,  and  she  knows  curtains,  from  valance 
to  hem. 

Before  I  forget  it,  let  me  tell  you  what  Cousin  Mary  served  for  dinner 
last  night  c  before  ^:7e  hemmed  the  n^orsery  curtains.     Oold  Sliced  Han,  was 
Cousin  Mary's  meat  dish.    Besides  Cold  Sliced  Han,  she  had  Fried  Green  To- 
matoes; Beets,  Apple  Butter;  and  Pumpkin  pie. 

Her  pie  was  delicious.     I  asked  her  where  she  found  her  recipe. 
Cousin  Mary  laughed. 

"You  ought  to  know.  Aunt  Sar-miy,"  said  Cousin  Mary,     "It's  from  the 
green  cookbook.     Is  it  possible  that  you  don't  recognize  the  recipes  from 
the  radio  cookbook?" 

As  I  told  Cousin  Mary,  I  had  forgotten  about  the  Pumpkin  Pie  recipe. 
It's  in  the  cookbook,  all  right,  on  page  56.  And  if  you  don't  have  pumpkin 
to  use  in  your  pie,  you  can  substitute  squash.    Don't  forget  the  seasonings  — 
cinnaiuon,  allspice,  and  nace.     That's  what  malces  the  pie  so  tasty,    /jid  don't 
burn  the  pie.    Bake  it  in  a  moderately  hot  oven,  until  the  filling  sets. 

Let's  repeat  the  nenrjL,  once  more:     Cold  Sliced  Hara;  Pried  Green  To- 
matoes; Beets;  Apple  Butter;  ajid  Pumpkin. 

Before  we  leave,  let  me  mention  again  the  curtain  bulletin.  It's  the 
only  p^ublication  we  have  which  concerns  interior  decorating.  "Window  Cu.r- 
taining"  is  the  name;  1633  the  number. 

By  the  way,  there's  a  balletin  on  "Hone-made  Apple  Butters,"  for  thase 
who'd  like  to  liave  it. 

Tomorrow:  "Weight  and  Health." 
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